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In 1931 and 1932, J. C. Chamberlin published a revision of the 
pseudoscorpion family Cheliferidae Hagen, in which he divided the group 
into two subfamilies, Withiinae Chamberlin and Cheliferinae Simon. He 
subdivided the Cheliferinae into two tribes of which one, the Cheliferini, 
is the subject of the present paper. 

When first established, the tribe Cheliferini included six genera. 
One of these, Beieriiis J. C. Chamberlin, recently has been found by 
Vachon (1941) to belong to the tribe Dactylocheliferini Beier (of which 
LissocheUferini J. C. ChamberUn is a synonym) . Since the original de- 
scription of the tribe Cheliferini, five new genera have been described. 
The present paper serves to review the genera of the tribe, to emend 
the genus Idiochelifer Chamberlin, and to describe two new genera. A 
key is given for separation of the genera. In the present paper, no effort 
has been made to give complete diagnoses of all the genera of Chehferini, 
since many of the generic characters may be determined from the key. 
The systematic position and diagnosis of the tribe Cheliferini may be 
found by consulting ChamberUn (1931, 1932) and Beier (1932) . 



*The Colorado Agricultural and Mechanical College, Fort Collins, Colorado. 
Formerly Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois. 



Suborder Monosphyronida J. C. Chamberlin 
Family cheliferidae Hagen 
Subfamily Cheliferinae Simon 
Tribe Cheliferini J. C. Chamberlin 

Idiochelifer J. C. Chamberlin, 1932, emend. 

Idiochelifer J. C. Chamberlin, Canad. Ent., 1932, 64:19. 

Idiochelifer J. C. Chamberlin, Beier, Das Tierreich, 1932, 58:228-229. 

Emended diagnosis. Cephalothorax a little longer than wide, with a 
few large, seta-bearing tubercles scattered among the investing granules; 
cephalothorax with two cross furrows; eyes present. Tergites divided, 
those of the male with crests or keels. Each coxa of the fourth leg of 
the male with a coxal sac and lateral spur; subterminal setae of the tarsus 
of the fourth leg toothed, not simple; tarsus of the first leg of the male with- 
out a terminal spine; claws of pedal tarsi simple except one claw of first 
leg of male with a well-developed accessory tooth which is not equally bi- 
fid; tarsus of the fourth leg with a tactile seta distal to the midpoint. 
Cribiform plates of the female genitalia moderately small. 

Genotype. Chelifer cancroides yax. nigripalpus ^wing, 1911. 

Remarks. In the establishment of the present genus, ./. C. Cham- 
berlin examined type specimens deposited at Comell University and re- 
corded the subterminal setae of the fourth pedal tarsi as being simple. 
On examination of the same as well as other specimens, the present 
writer finds that the subterminal setae of the pedal tarsi are weakly toothed 
or dentate. This error in the original description probably resulted from 
the type specimens being so mounted that the details of the subterminal 
setae are seen with difficulty. 

Based on the generic description previously available, the species 
fulvopalpus Hoff, 1946, was erroneously assigned to the genus Idiochelifer. 
Under the emended genus, however, it is necessary to assign fulvopalpus 
to Levichelifer, a new genus described below. Considering the genus 
Idiochelifer a.s emended here, it is clear that Hysterocheliferkmgidactylus 
Hoff, 1945, belongs in Idiochelifer and that it is a synonym of nigripalpus. 
A t the time longidactylus was described, there was in the literature no 
adequate description of nigripalpus. 

Levichelifer, new genus 

Diagnosis. — Cephalothorax about as long as wide; surface granular, 
with numerous seta-bearing tubercles; two cross furrows present; eyes 
present; tergites divided, distinct tergal crests or keels present in the male. 



Coxa of the fourth leg of the male with a coxal sac and lateral spur; sub- 
terminal seta of the tarsus of the fourth leg simple; tarsus of the first leg 
of the male with a poorly developed terminal spine, in some specimens 
the spine is virtually wanting; terminal claws of the legs, except the first 
leg of the male, simple and entire. 

Genotype. Idiochelifer fulvop^j/pus Hoff, 1946. 

Remarks. The present genus appears closely related to the Indo- 
Chinese genus MefacAe/j/er Redikortzev, 1938, from which it may be 
separated by the presence of a weakly developed terminal spine on the 
first pedal tarsus of the male. Morphological relationship is also indi- 
cated with the genus CubacheliferHoff, 1946, but the latter has a well 
developed tarsal spine on the first leg of the male and both claws of the 
second pedal tarsi of the male are bifid. The general affinities of the 
various genera of Cheliferini will probably become more clear and cer- 
tain as additional species are discovered and the generic diagnoses become 
more complete: At present, the genotype is the only species known in 
the genus. 



Paisochelifer, new genus 

Diagnosis. Carapace wider than long, uniformly granular; transverse 
furrows deeply impressed, the posterior furrow about one-half as far from 
the posterior carapacal margin as firom the median furrow; one pair of 
eyes. Tergites, including the eleventh, divided; lateral lieels of the male 
wanting or very weakly developed. Flagellar setae of chelicera smooth, 
not serrate. Movable chelal finger with st nearer to sb than to t; fixed 
finger with est and ist on nearly the same level and considerably proximal 
to the midpoint of the finger. Coxa of the fourth leg of the male with 
coxal sac; spur of coxa IV of the male lacking; subterminal setae of the 
fourth tarsus weakly toothed; tarsus of the first leg of the male without a 
terminal spine; claws of pedal tarsi, except in the first leg of the male, 
simple; a tactile seta located distal to the midpoint of the fourth pedal tarsus. 

Genotype. Tr%ysterochelifer callus Hoff, 1945. 

'Rjemarks. .An examination of additional specimens of callus shows 
that the species does not belong in the genus Hysterochelifer and indicates 
the necessity' of erecting the new genus Paisochelifer. This genus has 
considerable relationship with Jdiochelifer as emendated here. The two 
genera can be separated by the absence of well-developed tergal keels in 
the male and the uniformly granular nature of the carapace of Paisocheli- 
fS^, The genotype is the only species known. 



KEY TO THE GENERA OF THE TRIBE CHELIFERINI 



The present key includes only the males, since an incomplete 
knowledge of the female structures, especially of the genitalia, makes 
virtually impossible the formulation of a satisfactory and useful key to the 
females. The fossil genus Oligochelifer Beiei is not included. The key 
makes use of couplets and schemes taken from the keys of previous 
workers (ChamberUn, 1932; Beier, 1932; Roewer, 1937; and Vachon, 
1940) . For the convenience of those who may use the key, an indica- 
tion of the relative number of included species and a statement of the 
known geographical range have been given for each genus. 

1 a. Coxal sac absent from the fourth coxa; one species, western Unit- 

ed States HaphcheliferJ. C. Chamberlin, 1932. 

b. Coxal sac present in each fourth coxa 2 

2 a. Subterminal setae of fourth pedal tarsus entire 3 
b. Subterminal setae of fourth pedal tarsus toothed 5 

3 a. Well-developed terminal spine on the first pedal tarsus; each tar- 

-sal claw of the second leg with a strongly developed accessory 
denticle; one species, Cuba Cubadielifeti 
b. Terminal spine of first pedal tarsus wanting or poorly developed; 
claws of second pedal tarsi simple 4 

4 a. No terminal spine on first pedal tarsus; tarsus of first leg deepest 

in the proximal part, becoming much less deep towards the distal 
end; one species, Indo-China Metxhelifeti 
h. Terminal spine of first leg poorly developed, vestigial, in some 
males virtually wanting; tarsus of the first leg subcyhndrical, of 
nearly uniform depth throughout; one species, southern United 
States and northern Mexico Levichelfer, new genus. 

5 a. Tarsal claws of the fourth leg divided or with an accessory tooth 6 
b. Tarsal claws of the fourth leg simple 8 

6 a. Terminal spine on tarsus of first leg; several species, United States 

and Mexico Parachekfer ] . C. Chamberlin, 1932. 

b. Terminal spine absent from tarsus of first leg 7 

7 a. Subbasal seta absent fi-om base of cheUcera; one species, almost 

cosmopolitan Chelifer Geoiitoj, 1762. 

b. Subbasal seta present on base of cheUcera; one species, Portugal 

Mesochelifer Yachon, 1940. 



8 a. Inner surface of palpal femur and tibia ornamented by long finger- 

like processes placed perpendicular to the inner surface of the 
podomeres; one species, central Asia StmbilocheliferBeier, 1932. 
b. Palpal femur and tibia not ornamented by fingerlike processes, 
but, at the most, marked on the inner surface by large papillose 
or conical granules interspersed among the investing granules 9 

9 a. One of the tarsal claws of each first leg bifid; one species, Serbia 

KaracheliferKadzi, 1938. 
b. One of the tarsal claws of the first leg bears an accessory tooth 
but is not strictly bifid 10 

10 a. Tergal keels virtually absent; spurs on coxae IV absent; one species, 
central United States Paisochelifer; new genus, 

b. Tergal keels present; spurs on coxae IV 11 

11a. Terminal spine on tarsus of first leg; several species, Holarctic 

HysterocheliferJ. C. Chamberlin, 1932. 
b. Terminal spine absent from the tarsus of first leg; one species, 
central United States* 

Idiochelifer J . C. Chamberlin, 1932, emend. 
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